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;·, 
, ·.· · . Former Naval Person to President Roosevelt personal 

. _., ~ · ... :,' .· . ·.· and r:=·.:. · :-?:: · C~ ~ 
: .. · .. _:_· . :.'' '·.: .: .' . ,. . . . ·--- ·-···-·---J . . · .... ~; ::· :~ · .. ·. > .. ::l 

l I understand -that Stalin has repeated .to you his :nes- < ·_·->. ::-_ -:· : · ·~ 
. ~~ :'' . ·; .. sag~ to me of April 21st about · Foland. · · · ·.:.,:,;: }/:j 

~ ~ ·:: .: ·>: My two immediately following messages contain my re:.. · .. ; .. ,·< · ·~ ·:; . ~j 

;o/ ~ :: ... "' ply. As you see, I am now going to follow these up with a \,,':' :->· ;~ 
-~~ \>..:. • . •·· · fuller messaee appealing to Stalin to cooperate with us in . · ·. ::. _ :·, /,.:·~:~ E "'J :·:. :;-: .' ·· gettinG as many foles as possible out_· of Russia. Halifax · .:-_ ;·; ::;~::· ;-::·::_~ 
Q) 0. -: :. :· .. . ·, has already spoken to Hull about this. I shall be sending :.:: .. ··'; .::·.:,;/:-.· 
~ ~ P. :_;· .·._:.: ,_. .you a further message on this subject. /!·.-/ _ _.;<:;<:.<~ 

~~~ :~:·,', ; Illes sage from Prime Minister to Premier Stalin begins: :·, ::}3.:-:l 
~ .;3 : !'·. ;', :.:. "Ambassador Maisky delivered your message to me last ·:· .. :.:. ~ :· · .. <:::· 'J 
-~ ! :::·.:;:':·· nicht. 'iie shall certainly oppose rigorously any 11 investi ,r~a- · . :~·.:.;~,.:,-.<.-.j 
~ ~'/~ ·-··.-::· .. ~ :. tiont" by. tthe IntdernaGtional Redthcr?tss ors anhyiothert . bodtyi in .: .. <-.... ·:,:<\ '··.·:.:A 
+" Q) N -:. ,:· _:· .-' . any errl ory un er erman au orl y. uc . nves 1ga on ,:.-:-:<,:.:_. ,.:·;_', .';>' . ... :~ 

(·_ ;~ E >,-;0 ' . •· ··- -·< would be a fraud and its conclusions reached by terrorism. · · · '.-~;;.: ;-_::.-:, ) 
..::: ;::_ ;>~ : .. · "'r Eden is seeing Sikorski today and will press him as · · .... :: ... :'.'··<~:::·' : 1: 

f ·; :.· .. .-_.· strongly as possible to withdraw all countenance from any . >;:/i.\::· ··:j 
: :· ·. · _. · , investigation under Nazi auspices. Also 'lja should never ap- ,- ;< _:;,:·Y· . .-·(,1 

_\;_·.<.: _:~ . · ;·r,· ;·_'.- ;~ ·.~· ·. _ prove of any parley with the Qermans or contact·with them of ':· ·\.:._.:.(::,~-
': ·.' · .(.1 ... ' '. ·: ·;·:-:-· . ... .-'·_;_. any kind what ever, and we shall press this point upon our . '.: ·.; :. :. ··~ .- · .~: 

.· .. ·'' ·· ··.· .. · ... · , Poll' sh 111· es · · .· .... . .. ·· : ·, ,·.t' . 1.: ,.\.7.,.: · . .. ~·. . a • . . .. . ,· : .... ·.: . .. ... ": . . :;': ... -~ ·· .. . -;:· .... : ·, : .. . / " . . . . . :_ . .; ·<· . · . .. :·. 
/ >:·~:; .. ~.<>,:x/· .. :_ :· · .· . 11I will viire you later hov1 Sikorski reacts to the . · -/ . , :_ ;·:~·\.\· .·· ,~ 
-:;·/·;··.::} '_···:··_.. · ·. : .. above P?ints. His posi tio': is one of creat difficul t·:r· ~ar ·.'; ::·, .. ;·_:.: .. ~":->:_..:;' 
.::: .r : . ·~~·.·:·.>, .··.,: . from be1ng pro-German or 1n leacue with them, he is 1n aan- ··:>··:·,.·.:·: .. / 
)· ~.:_-,_-.:• ;:_- '·;-__-::-: : · ·. · .: ger of being overthrown by Poles who consider he has not · .. ·.·< ::-.:·:~ ,;· 
~~ :<~ .. -:·<~·;:. _ ~:' · stood up sufficiently for his people ae:;ainst the Soviets. · 'J;-::',:_··; .: ·:-~.· ·;<·:. 
;;:: ·)·,~. _._,· ,_·.;~.::,<.-<.': : ~ If he should eo, we ~ho~ld only cet somebody worse. l hope · :::_'_,· .. :·::; .-.:·· _-,:_:·; 
;::.:·" . .' i . ·~ . _ .. :_. .. · therefore that your aeclsion to "interrupt" relations is ... ::/.·<.::: 
~-~ ~· ···-:-'.'"~·< , ,'..- .. :-:·· to be read in tho· .:::en.::;o of a final . VlarninG rather than · of : .. · ·: .·. ~ · ~ :: . ~·-;: 
, _·.· . .- .... .. . . · _: .: - a break and that it V11ll not be made public at any rate till '··._' :~., .· ·j 
_. · ... ; .. · :·: · .. · . ; every other plan has been tried. The publio announcement o.t .:_: · ·. · .4 
: .· · .. . - . . ·; ' . a break wo_uld. do the t;reatest -possible harm in the United ·. ~· .·::··. .·j 

/.· . . ·_ • • . . ..... ·• : . . • . . .. . ,I ·:_ . : • ' . . : ,. ' ' . • • • . ·• ~ . ~ -' . ':' ·' . . .~ 
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~ ~ · CC': : ~- L :. r~ ' r., " i~ '-~· ,I '-.J' ~ .1 .:. u """ .&a. A. • .l:!J 
St a t es r1hc:--e t he Pol e s a re numerous und influenti a l. . . . · .·~ 

"I ha d dr a fted a tel eeram to you yesterda y a sking you · · }} 
t o cons i de r allo~inG more Fales and Polish a epende nts to go • . · ~ 
into Pe rsi a . This would a llay the rising discontent of t he · · i 
Fol ish Army for me d there, a nd would enable me to influence 
the f ol ish Government to act in conformity with our comm on 
interests and a gainst the common foe. I have de f erred send-
i ng this telegram in consequence of yours to me in the hope s 
the situation may olear. April 24, 1943. 11 . First message ends ·. 

Message from Prime Minister to · Premier Stalin personal 
and secret. 

. . . ·. ' 

.· ,-"' 

"Mr Eden sa\'J General Sikorski yesterday evening. Si- :; ·.;l 
korski stated that so far fr om synchronising his appeal to ... ·· . ·j 
the Red Cross with that of the Germans his government took ,r. ·j 
the initiative without knowing what ·l ine the Germans would ·. · .. · .· ·.:~ 
take. In fact, the Germans acted after hearing the Pol ish ... 
broadcast announcement. Sikorski also told Eden th~t his . - -" 
~ov ernment had simultaneoualy approached Monsieur Bogomolov J 
on the subject. Sikorski em phasised that previously he had , , ~ 
several times raised this question of . the missing officers . 1

,:· :·tl' . 
with the Soviet Government and once with you personally. Cn · 
his instructions the Polish Minister of Information in his ' · ·· 
broadcasts has reacted strongly a gainst German propaganda ~ \~· 
and this has brought an angry German reply. · 

"J..s a result of Eden's stronc re presentations Sikorski · .::~ 
' · · has undertaken not to press request for Red Cross investiga- .: ... ~.~ 
~ tion and will so inform the Red Cross authorities in Berne. · ·. 

· · · · He will also restrain Polish press from polemics. In this , . . 
:.. · connection I am examining possibility of silencing those . : .. ·,; 

, .· :.·.· . · Polish papers in this c ount ry which attack the Soviet Govern- : ; ·,·:~ ·· · ·. 
< .... ' . . ment and at the same time attack Sikorski for trying to .work · . .~. 
·;, ,, .. :· . . ·:· .:-,. with the Soviet Government. .··: .. ····" 

~·~~~: :: (: :• •. •• :. ·~ t ' .:· • , • • • l,, 

, .. - • ·.•• 11 In view of Sikorski 1 s undertaking I would now urge 
;:!. ; .. : "'· you to abandon idea of any interruption of relations. 
· ...... •,. 
.. 
~· 

•' . .... • ' ' 

~ .. '"·· 

'}', 

. · ' 

. t • 
11 I have reflected further on this matter and I am more 

· · ~.·~ than ever c.onvinced tha t it can only a ssist our enemies, if 
there is a break bet ~een the Soviet and Polish Governments. 

·.' German propacanda . ha s produced this story precisely in orde r 
to make a rift in th~ ranks of the United Nations and to lend 

.. . . some semblance of reality to its new attempts to persuade th~ 
. : · world that the interests of Europe and the smaller na tions are 
:. bein~ defended by Germany a gainst the great extra-European 

powers, namely, the USSR, the USA and t~e British Empire. 

11 I ' len ow General Sikorski YJ.ell and I a m c onv i nc ed the. t · · 
no contacts or und ers tanding cou l d exist betwe en h im or his 
government and our comm on enemy , against whom he has led the · 
Poles in bitter and unc ompr or:i sine; resistance. Hi s a ppeal to 
the International Red Cross was c learly a mistake though I 
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am c onvi nced it was hot made in collusion gith the Germans. 

"Nog th<lt v;e have, I .10 ;? e , cl e:J. red up -..n.c is sue r a ised 
in you r tel ec r am to me, I ·.-.-~ ;~t to r evert to the proposals 
contai n ed in my draft tele Lra~ to ~hich I referred i n my mes­
s ac e of the 24th April, I shall therefore, shortly be sending 
you this earlier messa ce in its orici na l form. If we two were 
able to arrance this matter of gettine thes e .? ol e s out of the 
Soviet Union it 0ould be easier for Sikorski to · withdraw en­
tirely from the position he has been forced.by his .pubiic 
opinion to adopt. I hope .you will help me to. achieve this • 

·April 25,. 1943. 11 
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